EVELYNS    WORKS
genius did not lead him in the direction of fiction or
fancy, although "A tragy-comedie," called Thyrsander,
was left in manuscript among his papers. He
avoided the more controversial side of politics, and in
the sphere of philosophy, science and art he appears to
have been modestly conscious of his limitations.
There is, moreover, in what remains of his original
published works a certain clumsiness of construction.
Partly he seems overburdened by his knowledge, and
he shows himself generally lacking in any capacity
for decision as to a beginning, a middle and an end in
any argument or discourse.
His History of the Dutch War^ had it been finished,
might have been a lengthy work of some importance.
It is true he did not undertake the task entirely on
his own initiative, since he was commissioned to
write it. It is also true that his failure to finish it
was not his fault, as will be seen when the facts are
related.
In his Journal, Evelyn tells us that it was in
February, 1669, that Lord Arlington, the Secretary
of State, "began to tempt me about writing 'the
Dutch War.' " Evelyn, however, was responsible for
putting the idea into Arlington's head. He had come
across two books, one written in French the other in
Latin, licensed by the Dutch Government, giving an
account of the war of such a monstrously biased
character as "to render His Majesty and people
cheap and vile, the subjects of derision and contempt."
So he wrote to Clifford* in February, 1668-9, at
*Sir Thomas Clifford, Lord Treasurer of England.
203